
St. Joseph’s Primary
Reducing the Cost of the

School Day

Uniform
Our school has an accessible clothing bank where new and nearly new clothing
is accessible to our parents/carers on a regular basis. We regularly circulate
information about clothing grants and highlight information about support
services available to our parents and families through our fortnightly
newsletter. Click here for further information. We offer regular opportunities
throughout the school year where school uniform can be swapped and shared
which has proved to be very popular with our families as well as 
being environmentally friendly.

Travel
Our school serves the area of Linlithgow and
many of our children live within walking
distance of the school.  For those who travel
by school bus, school staff can support those
requiring assistance to complete transport
applications. The free Scotland wide
transport scheme for young people has been
actively promoted to our families. A variety
of clubs are run in school both after school
and at lunch-times to allow pupils easy
access many of which are free. 

Trips
School trip transport is
often subsidised by the
school and PSC to try to
keep the cost of school
trips down and accessible
to all.
The offer of support to pay
for school trips is always
added to school trip
communication.

ResourcesAll classrooms have essential
supplies such as stationary items and
resources to support learning e.g.
calculators, pens, pencils etc.
Additional resources are available for
children to select from our ‘Take What
You Need…’ trollies in each area.
Devices are available within the
classroom for pupils to use too.

Eating
We run a free breakfast club for all pupils. School
lunch is free for P1-5 pupils with the Scottish
Government planning to role this out across the whole
school. We promote how to apply for Free School
Meals through our newsletters and the School App.
Children who are FSM receive milk free of charge. 

We offer a wide range of
activities to ensure our
children have a breadth
of experiences. There is a
small cost for cookery
and art club to cover
resourcing, however,
please contact the
school if cost is a barrier. 
All sporting after school
school clubs are offered
free as well as lunchtime
clubs. The school can
offer support with
transport if this is a
barrier to participation.

Clubs

Events
The HT and PSC members create a jointly agreed annual calendar of fundraising events
across the school year. We limit the number of charity events to key times such as
Advent and Lent and where possible e.g. sponsored events, we ask for fundraising
efforts per family. Some of the money raised is redirected back into the school to
support equity. When possible our fundraising calendar is produced at the start of the
year and sent out by newsletter. This is to ensure that parents can plan their budget.

Family Support
We work closely with our parents
and respond to their needs. This may
mean signposting parents to advice,
providing practical support and
through organising charity funding. If
you require any support please
either phone or email the school
office where our we will be more
than happy to help. 

Homework
We have an option of online or
jotter home learning tasks.
Children are not required to print
materials. This can be requested
through the class teacher.
Children who do not have access
to a device are accommodated.
We adopt a flexible approach to
homework to ensure we meet the
needs of all families. 

Useful Websites:
Further help with school costs: https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/helpwithcosts 
Information on other benefits: https://www.socialsecurity.gov.scot/benefits 
West Lothian Foodbank: https://westlothian.foodbank.org.uk/ 
Cost of living support: Click here for more information on cost of living payments. 
The Advice Shop: https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/adviceshop 
Feeling the Pinch Fund: https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/feeling-the-pinch

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/43281/School-Clothing-Grants-Free-School-Meals-Milk

